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1992-1996 Study in Prague. 

Boris van Berkum (1968) was born and raised in Rotterdam.

He graduated from the Gymnasium at the Montessori Lyceum.


He spent a couple of years in Prague, Czech-Slovakia, from 1992 till 1996.  He studies there on a scholarship from the  Fonds BKVB at the  AVU, Academy for Fine Arts and works as a freelance illustrator / political cartoonist for among others the magazine Prognosis and The Prague Business Journal. 


1997-2007 MAMA a showroom for art & visual culture. 
Back in Rotterdam, van Berkum opens the doors of a new stage for art and sculptural culture on February 14th 1997 on the Witte de Withstraat in Rotterdam:  MAMA showroom for media and moving art. In the 10 years that follow, MAMA makes a name for itself under his artistic auspices, representing an often remarkable programming and bringing more than 500 international artists to a young public. Before long, MAMA is incorporated into the cultural planning of Rick van der Ploeg and can also count on financial support  by the Mondriaan Stichting, VSB-foundation, as well as the Rotteram city council.


As MAMA’s creative director, van Berkum is at the very foundation of the summer-course MR Miyagi / young curators course, in which the treats and traits of being a curator are taught to the next generation.


In 2001 van Berkum meets Frans Haks, who introduces him to the world of Neo. During his frequent visits to the United Kingdom, van Berkum studies the Icons of British 19th century Neo: the Pre-Raphaelites, Leighton-House, and The Royal Pavilion. 


Untill the death of Haks in 2005, the two meet regularly. During these meetings, Haks would reflect on MAMA’s exhibition-policy and later on Boris’ art practise.

2000-2006 the DJ Chantelle years. 

Boris van Berkum starts working as an artist in 2000 under the Pseudonym DJ Chantelle. Under that name in the ceramisch werk centrum EKWC he produces his first ensemble in ceramics: The DJ Chantelle collectie Objects of Desire 2003-2004. The Groninger museum acquires the key work from this series: the ‘Salome Wine Fountain’ (2004) and the work ‘Sugar Container (2003). 

In this period, DJ Chantelle is also part of the ‘visual boy-band’: The Artoonists. After a groupshow “ Artoonism in the Third Degree ” (showroom MAMA 2001), the group of four-headed artists-collective produces ‘in opdracht van Rotterdam ‘Ode aan Maarten Toonder’. It is a sculpture in a public space, richly decorated and composed of parts made out of granite, bronze and gilded cast-iron.

Coinciding with the mysterious disappearance of the character DJ Chantelle in December 2006, van Berkum transfers his responsibilities for the showroom MAMA to his successor. He can now concentrate fully on his career as autonomous artist. 

2007- present: Studio Boris van Berkum. 


Van Berkum learns how to cast bronze and produces the ensemble ‘the Fama / Fortuna series’ comprising 9 bronze sculptures. Fama/Fortuna is displayed at Art Amsterdam, in the Vegas Gallery in London, the Fashion Biennale in Arnhem and in a TBS-clinic (Kijvelanden).


In the summer of 2007, van Berkum undertakes a ‘pilgimmage’ to Bavaria, Germany to visit the castles of Ludwig II. His studies of the application of Neo, once started with Haks, are greatly expanded by this effort.


His next study-trip is to Tamil Nau, South-East India in 2008 an leads to the ‘living temples’ of Hinduism. It is love at first sight, rich for all her 5000 years of culture and diversity turns out to be a great source of inspiration. When he returns home, van Berkum replies with two portraits: ‘Kalki I’ and ‘Kalki II’, in Ceramics. The sculptures reflect the still to be expected last avatar of the Hindu deity Vishnu. In the following period at the EKWC, the works ‘Horse’ and ‘Bull for the Magical Times’ come into existence. 

In the winter of 2009, van Berkum works at the EKWC and starts a new series of works. By invitation of director Sjarel Ex, van Berkum has his first solo show in the Museum Boijmans van Beuningen in Rotterdam in 2011. In the same year, he will be attending the prestigious programme of the International Studio & Curatorial Program ISCP  in New York. 

Boris van Berkum, visual artist. 

(1968 Rotterdam) lives and works in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 

Representation: 


Witzenhausen Gallery, Amsterdam / New York  


www.witzenhausengallery.com

Education:

· 1992-1993 Academy Umeni Vitvarny (Academy for Fine Arts) Prague Czech Republic. 

· 1988-1998 Willem de Kooning Academy Rotterdam 

· 1980-1988 Montessori Lyceum Rotterdam, Gymnasium
Solo- exhibitions: 


2011 Interventie #15 Museum Boijmans van Beuningen.


2010 Solo Witzenhausen gallery Amsterdam 

· 2008 A Sublime Resurrection ‘ TBS kliniek Kijvelanden, Roohn the Netherlands. 
Group-exhibitions (selection):


2010 EROTOMANIA; an International Display of Erotica, the Candy-coated Center, PH, US.

2009 Ceramics & Architecture, Dutch Design Week Eindhoven.


2009 ‘Op de sokkel’ Centre for the Arts  Rotterdam 

2009 'La Maison de la Poupees’ Fashion Biennale Arnhem.


2009 “Nederland – Iraq “ City hall Denhaag. 


2008 A Free Enterprise, Van Abbehuis -Peninsula Eindhoven. 


2008 The Urban Tendency, London.


2008 Against Nature, Vegas Gallery London.

2008 ‘Recent acquisitions Permanent collection’ Groninger Museum.

2006 W139, Amsterdam, Curator: Ann de Meester.

2005 ‘Lady shave home-edition’ Showroom MAMA, Rotterdam, Curators Ken Pratt 

2005 ‘Lady shave’ Cell Project Space,, London, 

2005 ‘The first Time I Ever Saw Your Face’ Art Rotterdam curator Ken Pratt.

2005 ‘Decadent’ Prinsessehof, Leeuwarden, Curator Ank Trumpie. 

Art-Fairs:


2008 Art Amsterdam / Witzenhausen gallery

· 2007 A Spiritual Moment after Battle’ Witzenhausen gallery, Art Amsterdam
2006 Art Rotterdam / Witzenhausen gallery.

2006  Scope Art New York/ Witzenhausen gallery.

2005  Capri/ Preview Berlin, Curator Bettina Carl.
Grands:

· 2009 Project-grand Fonds BKVB 

· 2008 Stipend Fonds BKVB 2007-2008

· 2007 Materiaalfonds NL 

· 2004 Project-grand Centre for Fine Arts (CBK Rotterdam) 2004

· 2003 Project-grand Grand Centre for Fine Arts (CBK Rotterdam) 2003

· 1992 Study-Scholarship Fonds BKVB 

Collections (selection): 

· Groninger Museum, Groningen, The Netherlands

· Ministry of Foreign affairs, The Netherlands 

· Ministry of Justice, The Netherlands

· Antoine de Werd, Den Haag, The Netherlands 

· Pim van der Vorst, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Commissions public art:


2008. Design for a public artwork for the Dutch Ministry Social 
Affairs Den haag, Atelier 
Rijksbouwmeester. 


2002 ‘Homage aan Marten Toonder’ Blaak Rotterdam The Netherlands

Public sculpture commissioned by City of Rotterdam.
Catalogues and publications (selection):


2009 Ceramics & Architecture, EKWC-publication

· 2008 Vrij van Druk / Free Enterprise Guest studios Beeldenstorm by Alex de Vries.
· 2007 Nrc Handelsblad. ‘ Ze heeft een stoppelbaard’ Sandra Smallenburg.

· 2005 De Strip, Jeanne van Heeswijk.

Artist in residencies:


2011 ISCP International Studio and Curatorial Program ,New York United States.


2010 Beeldenstorm Eindhoven the Netherllands. 


2009/2010 EKWC 


2008 EKWC European Ceramic Work Center, Den Bosch the Netherlands.

· 2007 Beeldenstorm Eindhoven the Netherlands.

· 2007 Kunst & Complex  Rotterdam.

· 2006 EKWC European Ceramic Work Centre Den Bosch.

· 2004 EKWC European Ceramic Work Centre Den Bosch.
Committees/ advisory:

· 2008- present Member of Platform/ Think tank ‘Voorrang Culturele Vakmanschap,’ SGVB Kenniscentrum voor beroepsonderwijs en bedrijfsleven voor de gezondheidtechnische en creatief technische beroepen / COE for advanced Craft and Technology Vocational education.
· 2002 Member advisory committee to the Dutch State-secretary of Culture Rik van der Ploeg.

· 2001 Member selection committee Fonds BKVB.

· 2000-2002 Member committee project grands CBK Center for Fine Arts Rotterdam.

Teaching (selection): 


2010. “Project Pedestal” large size sculpture in ceramics St Joost Den Bosch NL

2009 “Synergies in glass and clay” series of workshops, St Joost Academy Den Bosch NL.

2005-2006 MR Miyagi curating tomorrow educational summer-course for young curators, development and teaching, MAMA Rotterdam.


2005 teaching  ‘City City Bang Bang’, series of workshops, St Joost Academy Breda.

Editor: 


2006-2008 Art-editor. Rails Magazine the Netherlands.

Cultural management: 

· 1997 Founder showroom MAMA Rotterdam NL. 

· 1997-2005 director showroom MAMA Rotterdam NL. 

· 2006-2007 senior curator showroom MAMA Rotterdam NL 
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